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Myotonia
congentta
 xe^enu-j r«f rudiments of focta: organs and bones in a leratoma. If the
tiLT.oai" is large it ma\ cause cystociu and e\en rupture of the uterus;
in case* in \\hich the infant is born alive the tumour can usually be
en mi} excised. (See coccyx dislases, Vol. Ill, p. 258, and tumours. J
(3)— Muscles
of/mucks
Myositis k possibi} the cause of congenital torticollis or wry-neck,
Mjositis Obsificans progressiva may be present at birth and is of un-
kncun aetiology.
Amsotonia congenita (Oppenhoiir/s disease) may be present at birth
and i:> recognized by fiacciditj and loss of power of all muscles, especially
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fig. 86.—Congenital sacro-coccygeal tumour
those of the lover extrem-
ities. The joints are flail-
like, and it is easy to flex
each hip fully with com-
pletely extended knees.
Muscular atrophy does
not occur, the muscles of
deglutition and the
sphincters are not affected,
and sensation is retained.
There is diminution of
faradic contraction but
not of galvanic, and there
is no reaction of de-
generation (see electro-
diagnosis, Vol. IV, p. 48 5).
The infants are generally
well nourished. Treatment
is useless and unnecessary.
The condition tends to im-
prove spontaneously. It
may in later childhood
have to be differentiated
from Werdnig-Hoffmann's type of progressive muscular atrophy, which
is incurable and ultimately fatal. The chief differential diagnostic
feature is that the latter is never present at birth, is familial, and consists
of weakness as well as atrophy of muscles, starting in the legs and spread-
ing later to the trunk and upper extremities.
Myotonia congenita (Thomson's disease), the opposite condition,
though congenital, never manifests itself at birth, but may appear very
early in life. Cases of congenital hypertrophy of the muscles, accom-
panied by extrapyramidal motor disturbances and followed by mental
deficiency, have been described in new-born infants by Cornelia de
Lange, the condition being apparently due to maldevelopment of the
corpus striatuin.

